
What’s thIs sector all about?  
This sector revolves around the creation process, 
with lots of positions requiring highly technical 
skills. As this industry is so varied, it’s difficult to 
pin down what your job will involve, as it could 
range from packaging food on a production 
line, to mixing chemicals for the pharmaceutical 
sector. With such a widespread impact, this 
industry is one of the most important in the UK.

What kInd of salary can I 
expect to earn?

Salaries in this sector greatly depend upon 
how specialised your role is. As a production 
line worker, you could expect to earn around 
£12,000, with more skilled positions earning 
around £16,000. For a Managerial position, 
the average wage stands at around £20,000, 
reflecting your skill and responsibility. 

What kInd of envIronment 
Would I be WorkIng In? 

Working environments in this sector depend 
entirely on the kind of products you are working 
on. Whilst the stereotypical factory setting is 
common, you could also find yourself working 
in a laboratory, mixing chemicals for medicine. 
Smaller workshop settings are also popular, 
often being devoted to creating specialised 
products.  

hoW does thIs sector compare 
to others across the country?  

This sector in an enormous contributor to the 
UK economy, providing over 54% of the UK’s 
exports, as well as generating more than 138 
billion per year. As this sector affects so many 
industries, the skills gained are highly respected 
nationwide, often being considered highly 
transferable too. 

Where Is the Work most 
concentrated?

The manufacturing and processing sector is 
incredibly widespread, with different regions 
of the country being geared towards different 
industries. Historically speaking, the North has 
always been a manufacturing powerhouse, 
whilst the south centered around lighter 
manufacturing work, such as cloth and wool. 
Nowadays however, all areas of manufacturing 
can be found anywhere, with advances in 
technology and transport removing limitations.

The manufacturing and processing industry is involved, 
in some way, in the making of everything, either in the 
processing of raw materials, the creation of the packaging, 
or in finishing the product itself. As one of England’s 
traditional industries, the sector is still going strong, 
providing employment for millions across the country.
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Where to begIn
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career... 

apprentIceshIps
Thanks to the highly practical nature of the work involved, 
apprenticeships are an incredibly popular route into this sector. 
As part of an apprenticeship you will gain relevant qualifications, 
usually in the form of an NVQ, diploma, BTEC, or even a degree! 
They are ideal for people who want a practical role, allowing them 
to learn whilst gaining valuable employment experience. People with 
apprenticeships tend to progress far quicker than those without, as 
the skills they learn are directly suited to the workplace. Relevant 
apprenticeships include: 
Combined Manufacturing Processes • Extractives and Mineral 
Processing Occupations • Food and Drink • Glass Industry 
• Jewellery, Silversmithing and Allied Trades • Polymer 
Processing Operations • Process Manufacturing

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Relevant A-levels for this sector include: 
Maths • Physics • Chemistry • Biology • Design and 
Technology • Textiles

foundatIon degrees
A foundation degree combines the university lifestyle with practical, 
hands on work. It’s similar to a cross between an apprenticeship and 
an honours degree. They are often used as gateway qualifications to 
a full time degree as they count towards its completion. They usually 
take two years to complete and you’ll divide your time between the 
workplace and the university campus.   

degrees
This sector is highly technical, with the many of the top tier positions 
requiring a degree before applying.There are several types of 
qualification, and which you obtain depends on your field of study. 
Bachelor of Science (BSc) degrees are common in this sector, as 
are Bachelor of Engineering (BEng) qualifications. Most degrees take 
three years to complete full-time, though for some roles, you will 
require additional training. 

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more 
information on which colleges offer courses in your region, check out 
www.careersworld.co.uk.

Manufacturing & Processing

The manufacturing and processing sector is enormous, 
playing an important role in almost every industry. Read on 
to hear about some of the most popular jobs in this sector.

food packagIng Worker
In this role, you will most likely find 
yourself working in a factory or 
production line environment, making 
sure that food and drink products are 
correctly labelled and contained. You’ll 
need great attention to detail in this role, 
ensuring that everything is done quickly 
and to a high standard. As much of this 
sector is now automated, it is also likely 
that part of your role will involve keeping 
an eye on related machinery too.

glassmaker
Glass makers create a whole range of 
glass products, including everything 
from window panes, to jam jars. The 
products you make in this sector will 
also affect your working environment, 
with large scale industrial products 
being created inside a factory using 
machinery, and smaller bespoke items 
being made inside a workshop, often 
by hand using traditional glassblowing 
techniques.

meat process Worker
Not an ideal job for veggies, meat 
processing workers assist in preparing 
meat and poultry products for 
consumption. You’ll need great attention 
to detail in this role, as you’ll need to 
adhere to strict health, hygiene and 
safety guidelines, whilst ensuring that all 
products meet the required standards.

leather craftWorker
As an old and unique profession, 
leathercraft workers use traditional tools 
to create a range of goods, including 
shoes, bags and horse saddles. You’ll 
need a good degree of both creative 
and technical skill in this role, as well as 
an excellent knowledge of style.
 

paper manufacturIng 
operatIve

For this role, there are two different 
areas you could be working in - either 
wet end, which revolves around working 
with paper pulp and the recycling of 
materials, or dry end, which involves 
operating machinery and checking the 
finished product. Whichever side you 
specialise in, this role involves working 
with a lot of technical machinery, using 
your skills to complete an important and 
fiddly job.

breWery Worker
Excited by the brewing process? Roles 
in this area are surprising technical, 
involving the exact measurement of 
ingredients and efficiently preparing 
vats and stills. Professionals in this area 
are often highly respected, with their 
skills being valued across a range of 
industries. 

productIon manager
A production manager’s role is to 
oversee all areas of manufacturing, 
ensuring that rules are adhered to, and 
that targets are met. Depending on the 
size of the company, you’ll also work 
closely with team leaders, planning 
targets and assisting them with any 
issues they may have. You’ll often need 
relevant experience to gain this role, as 
well as possibly a degree.

pharmaceutIcal 
manufacturIng 
technIcIan

The role of a pharmaceutical 
manufacturing technician is highly 
specialised, involving the combining of 
chemical ingredients in order to create 
various types of medicine. You’ll need 
great attention to detail in this role, as 
well as the ability to accurately operate 
machinery and follow instructions and 
measurements.

Career Choices


