
What’s the agriculture and 
animal care sector all about?   
With approximately 70% of the UK being used 
as farmland, agriculture is huge business, 
including the rearing of crops and livestock. 
Animal care positions are also important,, 
providing care for farm animals, as well as for 
domestic pets and wildlife. Other land based 
roles also include positions such as tree 
surgeons or gamekeepers, not to mention the 
science related work that goes on behind the 
scenes. 

What kind of salary can i 
expect to earn?

 If you were to work as a farm hand, you would 
earn in the region of £13,000 a year, though 
this could rise to around £20,000 should you 
choose to become a farm manager. A veterinary 
nurse can expect to start on around £18,000, 
which can rise to £26,000 or more with 
experience. Fully qualified veterinary surgeons 
earn £35,000 on average per year. Some of the 
more specialised careers, such as work as a 
countryside ranger, start at around £18,000 but 
can rise to upwards of £30,000 with experience.

What kind of environment 
Would i be Working in? 

Many jobs within this sector are based in an 
outdoor environment, particularly if you’re 
looking for farm or land based roles. Don’t worry 

if this isn’t ideal however; other options include 
laboratory work, veterinary surgeries or even 
work in a zoo! 

hoW does this sector compare 
to others across the country?  

With much seasonal variation, this industry is 
very popular with those who want to be self 
employed. In agricultural and farm work, you 
will usually be working outdoors, or at least 
visiting rural areas often. In terms of animal care, 
specialists such as farriers are paid very well 
compared to similar positions in other sectors 
due to their unique skill set. 

Where is the Work most 
concentrated?

As you would expect, farmland is generally in 
the countryside, but the area of the country 
you are based in could affect the kind of crops 
or animals you’ll be working with, as different 
species thrive in different areas. Equally, 
positions for those in other forms of land based 
work such as gamekeepers tend to be based 
around areas of natural beauty, such as national 
parks, or on the grounds of a stately home. 
Veterinary positions on the other hand, are very 
common, and available everywhere. 

Although not a sector for the squeamish, there’s actually 
an enormous range of positions available within agriculture 
and animal care. This is a sector that’s desperate for 
new recruits, as almost a third of employees are over 55, 
meaning there are plenty of opportunities for you to really 
make difference.
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used as farmland
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Where to begin
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career… 

apprenticeships
There are a number of apprenticeships you can undertake to get 
into this sector. As part of an apprenticeship, you will gain relevant 
qualifications, usually in the form of an NVQ, diploma, BTEC, or even 
a degree! They are ideal for people who want a practical role and 
as you learn, you will gain valuable employment experience whilst 
earning. People with apprenticeships tend to progress much quicker 
than those without, as the skills they develop are ideally suited to the 
workplace. 
• Game and Wildlife Management • Animal Care • Horticulture 
• Environmental Conservation • Land Based Engineering 
• Veterinary Nursing

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Here are the relevant A-levels for this 
sector: 
Biology • Chemistry • Maths • English • Geography • Geology

foundation degrees
A foundation degree combines the university lifestyle with practical, 
hands on work. It’s essentially a cross between an apprenticeship and 
an honours degree. They are often used as gateway qualifications to 
a full time degree as they count towards the first two years. They 
usually take two years to complete and you’ll split your time between 
the workplace and the university campus. 

degrees
For some of the top tier jobs in this sector, you will most likely need 
a degree. For several positions, you may be able to work your way 
up through the workplace, via experience or with the help of an 
apprenticeship, though if you want to become a vet, you will need 
a degree. There are several types of qualification, and which you 
obtain depends on your field of study. Bachelor of Arts (BA) degrees 
are available, as are Bachelor of Science (BSc) and Bachelor of 
Engineering (BEng) qualifications. Most degrees take three years 
to complete full-time, though for some roles you can be training for 
much longer.

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more info 
on courses in your region, check out www.careersworld.co.uk 

There’s a whole host of positions available in this sector, 
meaning that if you are considering a career path within it, 
there will definitely be something to suit you. It’s impossible 
for us to list all of the careers within this industry, so we’ve 
noted down a few of the most popular for you to consider. 

landscaping
A landscape gardener is responsible for 
the design, creation and/or maintenance 
of parks and gardens. You’ll need 
excellent organisational skills, as well as 
a working knowledge of both design and 
horticulture. Awareness of features and 
plant species that work well together 
is vital in this role. Don’t think you’ll be 
limited to just the countryside either; you 
could also be designing a garden for a 
shopping centre or an inner-city area. 

farm Worker
If you enjoy hands on work, this could 
be the perfect career for you. There are 
three main types of farm; crop, animal, 
and a mix of both. As a farm hand, you’ll 
be taught how to care for the plants 
and animals, as well as how to harvest 
crops, or to operate the farmyard 
machinery. 

farm manager
As a farm manager, you could either 
own your own farm or be running one 
on an owner’s behalf, leading staff 
and planning targets in an agricultural 
environment. You may also find yourself 
performing tasks such as selling and 
marketing the farm’s produce. You’ll 
need good business skills for this role, 
as well as the willingness to muck in 
when required! 

veterinary nursing
As a veterinary nurse, you will be aiding 
vets, assisting in surgical procedures, as 
well as in holding and calming animals 
during treatment. Veterinary nurses 
also play a vital role in the education of 
owners on how to care for or treat their 
pets. You may also have administrative 
or receptionist duties.

veterinary surgeon
Vets work with animals, diagnosing and 
treating them to ensure they are in the 
best possible health. The majority of 
vets work in general practise, dealing 
with a large variety of pets. However, 
you could also specialise in a particular 
area of work, such as in a zoo or 

farmyard animals. You’ll need to be 
an empathetic person, who genuinely 
cares about animal welfare. 

countryside ranger
A ranger’s role is to help maintain the 
condition of the wildlife in our woodland 
and national parks. If you’re dedicated to 
preserving the environment at a hands 
on level, then this could be for you. You 
must be a very practical person for this 
role, as you will be expected to carry 
out environmental surveys, as well as 
patrolling woodland.

animal technician
As animals are used for research 
purposes, your role would be to care 
for these animals and ensure they are 
well kept. Their day-to-day needs would 
be your responsibility, including feeding, 
cleaning and grooming. As you will be 
working in a laboratory environment, 
this could be a great way to gain 
experience, whilst caring for animals on 
a daily basis.

land-based engineering
Technology and machinery is heavily 
involved in modern-day agriculture, and 
as a land-based engineer, it would be 
your job to install and service it. If you’ve 
got a technical mindset and want to put 
your skills to good use, then a role as an 
engineer could be for you. In this role, it 
would also be your responsibility to 
advise landowners on use of their 
equipment, as well as on a range of 
environmental issues.

Career Choices


