
What’s thIs sector all about?  
This sector is one of the most varied out there, 
including hundreds of different bodies ranging 
from the RAF, to the ambulance service, 
coastguard and the police, plus many more in 
between. A lot of dedication and practical work 
is required for roles in this sector, with workers 
often dedicating their lives to their position.

What kInd of salary can I 
expect to earn?

Salaries in this sector tend to be fairly structured, 
starting at around £15,000 for an entry level 
role in the armed forces. If you are applying for 
more senior position, pay can often increase 
dramatically, particularly for those who are 
graduates. The emergency services also stick 
to a strict pay scale, with police officers starting 
at around £19,000, paramedics and firefighters 
£21,000 and the coast guard around £17,000.

What kInd of envIronment 
Would I be WorkIng In? 

Working environments in this sector are as varied 
as the job roles, with each of the emergency 
services and armed forces having administrative 
roles based in offices, such as 999 telephone 
operators. For the armed forces, most roles 
will be located at a military base, with you most 
likely being assigned to a regiment which could 

be taken anywhere. For the frontline emergency 
service roles, you will most likely be required to 
travel, going to wherever you are needed within 
your wider local community. 

hoW does thIs sector compare 
to others across the country?  

This sector is undoubtedly the biggest and 
most expansive in the UK, covering more roles 
than you could possibly think of. Both the 
NHS and the army are also huge providers of 
apprenticeships, with around 75% of all new 
soldiers undertaking one.  

Where Is the Work most 
concentrated?

Work in the armed forces tends to be dispersed 
amongst military bases across the country, 
remaining specific to each force. Whilst 
hospitals tend to be located everywhere, much 
of the work involved in the emergency services 
will be based out and about within the local 
community, differing from day to day. 

At its core, this sector centres around providing civilian 
assistance, be it through rescue in a crisis or with medical 
assistance in an emergency. There are thousands of roles 
within this sector, ranging from the telephone based to 
the practical. If you want a job that contributes towards 
helping people, give this sector a read!
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the raf Is the oldest 
aIr force In the World

on board a naval shIp, the cook Is 
knoWn as a ‘clacker mechanIc’ as 

‘clacker’ Is the royal navy slang for 
pastry.

more Women are servIng 
In a greater varIety of 
posts than ever before, 
WIth Women currently 

constItutIng 9.1% of all 
armed forces personnel. 
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Where to begIn
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career...

apprentIceshIps
There are a few apprenticeships you can undertake to get into 
this sector. As part of an apprenticeship you will gain relevant 
qualifications, usually in the form of an NVQ, diploma, BTEC, or even 
a degree! They are ideal for people who want a practical role, allowing 
them to learn whilst gaining valuable employment experience. People 
with apprenticeships tend to progress far quicker than those without, 
as the skills they learn are directly suited to the workplace. Relevant 
apprenticeships include: 
Emergency Fire Operations • Policing • Health (Emergency 
Care Assistant) • HM Forces (Army, Navy and Air Force)

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Relevant A-levels for this sector include: 
Biology • Chemistry • Maths • English • Engineering 

foundatIon degrees
A foundation degree combines the university lifestyle with practical, 
hands on work. It’s similar to a cross between an apprenticeship and 
an honours degree. They are often used as gateway qualifications to 
a full time degree as they count towards its completion. They usually 
take two years to complete and you’ll divide your time between the 
workplace and the university campus.

degrees
There are many positions within this sector which you can enter 
into with either little or no qualifications. However, for certain roles 
or the higher level positions, such as a paramedic, a degree is often 
required. There are several types of qualification, and which you 
obtain depends on your field of study. Bachelor of Arts (BA) and 
Science (BSc) degrees are common, as are Bachelor of Engineering 
(BEng) qualifications. Most degrees take three years to complete full-
time, though for some roles, you will require additional training. 

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more 
information on which colleges offer courses in your region, check out  
www.careersworld.co.uk.

With the sheer amount of options available in this sector, 
we’ve put together some info on some of the most popular. 
Read on to learn more.

royal army soldIer
As a soldier in the British Army, you will 
need to be confident, quick thinking 
and disciplined. Life in this role is 
incredibly varied, with tasks ranging 
from completing drills and exercises, to 
dealing with issues in the community, 
both at home and abroad.

royal aIr force 
aIrman/Woman

Making up the largest number of staff 
within the RAF, your job as an airman (or 
woman) will be to offer support to other 
members of the force, often specialising 
in a specific area, such as engineering or 
security. Depending on your speciality, 
your role will vary, also requiring you to 
carry out standard drills and exercises.

royal navy ratIng
Ratings work throughout the Royal 
Navy, usually specialising in the support 
of a particular area, such as medicine 
or warfare. The role will vary depending 
upon your speciality, with ratings usually 
being located onboard a naval ship or 
at a base.

royal marIne commando
As the infantry of the navy, marines are 
often called out to assist in emergency 
situations, such as during a natural 
disaster. You will need to be of prime 
fitness and discipline for this role, with 
the initial training being particularly 
tough.

polIce offIcer
The police force plays a vital role in 
keeping the community safe against 
crime. You will need an authoritative 
persona, as you will have to be able to 
keep people calm and maintain order. 
It’s not just walking the beat either, there 
are loads of different areas to specialise 
in, such as keeping the region’s roads 
safe, or investigating crimes through 
work with the CID.

fIrefIghter
If you want to be on the front line of 
protection, a career as a firefighter 
could be for you. Firefighters work in a 
highly dangerous environment, but play 
a vital role in directly saving people’s 
lives. You’ll need to have peak physical 
fitness for this role, as well as the ability 
to remain calm under pressure.

paramedIc
Paramedics are often the first on the 
scene after being called to an accident, 
and specialise in dealing with a wide 
range of critical situations. To fulfil this 
role, you’ll need to be able to remain 
calm under pressure, and have a broad 
knowledge emergency medicine. It’s 
also likely that you’ll need a degree for 
this position, with a paramedic science 
qualification being the most common.

coastguard
The coastguard service is charge of 
search and rescue along the UK’s 
coastline, being called out to deal with a 
range of emergency situations. You’ll 
need an excellent knowledge of your 
local patch of coast for this role, as well 
as ability to handle boats and remain 
calm under pressure.

Career Choices


