
What’s thIs sector all about?  
Construction revolves around the creation 
and maintenance of all man made structures 
- from houses to skyscrapers, and motorways 
to bridges. This sector also covers every role 
involved too - from the builders themselves, to 
the architects who do the planning, the plumbers 
who fit the internal stuff, and the surveyors who 
manage the costs - not to mention everyone in 
between! 

What kInd of salary can I 
expect to earn?

Starting salaries in this sector are generally quite 
high, reflecting the demand for employees and 
the specialised skills involved. As a plumber 
or bricklayer, you could expect to begin on 
around £17,000 per year, increasing greatly 
with experience. Once a qualified specialist, 
most roles in this sector see employees earning 
around £40,000, with some exceeding this 
easily.

What kInd of envIronment 
Would I be WorkIng In? 

Generally speaking, most environments in 
this sector are based heavily outdoors on 
a construction site of some sort. However, 
depending on your role, you could also find 
yourself based in either an office or workshop as 
an architect, or in people’s homes as a plumber 
or plasterer.

hoW does thIs sector compare 
to others across the country?  

With over 2.12 million people currently employed 
in the industry, the construction sector is one of 
the largest in the UK, being forecast to hit an 
economic output of over £142 billion by 2017.
In terms of its employees, construction is 
also one of the most popular sectors for 
apprenticeships, largely due to its heavy reliance 
upon practical skills.

Where Is the Work most 
concentrated?

Work in construction can be a little unpredictable 
in terms of location, as although it’s available 
everywhere, depending upon your role, it may 
be easy or more difficult to come across. Whilst 
smaller companies will mainly be based in their 
local area, larger companies often cover a 
bigger catchment, requiring their employees to 
travel to reach the jobs. If your role is particularly 
specialised, you may be required to travel 
anyway.

The construction sector involves a whole range of different 
jobs - from architectural and design tasks, to complicated 
infrastructural planning and building work. As one of the 
UK’s biggest sectors, this area is developing fast, with 
advances in technology and building techniques altering 
the face of construction forever. 
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Where to begIn
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career... 

apprentIceshIps
Thanks to the highly practical nature of the work involved, 
apprenticeships are an incredibly popular route into this sector. 
As part of an apprenticeship you will gain relevant qualifications, 
usually in the form of an NVQ, diploma, BTEC, or even a degree! 
They are ideal for people who want a practical role, allowing them 
to learn whilst gaining valuable employment experience. People with 
apprenticeships tend to progress far quicker than those without, as 
the skills they learn are directly suited to the workplace. Relevant 
apprenticeships include: 
Construction Building • Construction Technical • Construction 
Civil Engineering • Construction Specialist • Plumbing and 
Heating • Surveying

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Relevant A-levels for this sector include: 
Physics • Chemistry • Graphic Design • Resistant Materials • 
Electronics • Maths • Geography

foundatIon degrees
This sector is highly technical, with the many of the top tier positions 
requiring a degree before applying, such as for an architect or quantity 
surveyor role. There are several types of qualification, and which you 
obtain depends on your field of study. Bachelor of Science (BSc) 
degrees are common in this sector, as are Bachelor of Engineering 
(BEng) qualifications and Bachelor of Art (BA) degrees. Most degrees 
take three years to complete full-time, though for some roles, you will 
require additional training. 

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more 
information on which colleges offer courses in your region, check out 
www.careersworld.co.uk.

With so many different jobs involved in the construction 
sector, we thought it best to note down some of the most 
popular. Read on to get informed…

paInter and decorator
Are you dab hand with a roller? Painters 
and decorators use their creative skills 
to work with a variety of materials, 
including wood, metal, plaster and 
paint. You’ll need good attention to 
detail in this role, as well as an excellent 
imagination, as you’ll need to be able to 
carry out your client’s wishes.

brIcklayer
Bricklayers work to construct, demolish 
and repair a range of brickwork 
based structures, which could include 
anything from a chimney to a wall or 
tunnel. Depending on your focus, you 
could also find yourself working on 
traditional masonry projects, restoring 
ancient building works to their former 
glory. You’ll need an excellent sense of 
discipline for this role, as you’ll need to 
stick to strict plans.

cIvIl engIneer
As a civil engineer, it’ll be your 
responsibility to take charge of 
construction projects, including the 
planning, design and managerial 
responsibilities. Often, this role is divided 
evenly between a construction site and 
an office, depending upon your tasks 
for the day and where you’re required. 
Projects in this role can involve anything 
- from working on houses, to on a 
bridge or tower block.

plumber
Plumbing is an incredibly popular trade, 
revolving around the fitting and repairing 
of water and heating systems. You could 
find yourself in any number of locations 
in this role, from in domestic homes, to 
in offices or hospitals, plus everywhere 
in between. Beware though - this is not 
a role for those afraid of getting their 
hands dirty!

archItect
An architect’s role is to design the plans 
that will be followed in building work. 
These could be for anything, from a 
brand new estate of houses, to how 
best to restore a collapsing structure. 
An architect’s job is essential - requiring 
an excellent knowledge of building 
work, as well as accuracy and superior 
maths skills.

carpenter/joIner
Interested in woodwork? Carpenters 
work to create the various wooden 
fixtures involved in building work, ranging 
from staircases, floor boards, and often, 
the frame of the building itself. You’ll 
need a great deal of practical skill for this 
role, as well as a working knowledge of 
different types of wood.

plasterer
As I’m sure you’re aware, a plaster’s 
role revolves around the application of 
plaster to various surfaces in order to 
improve their strength and appearance. 
They are highly respected within the 
sector, and are required to work both 
quickly and neatly.

QuantIty surveyor
A quantity surveyor’s role is to manage 
costs throughout the building process, 
right through from design to completion. 
You’ll be working closely with clients as 
well as the builders themselves, 
ensuring that demands are met whilst 
budgets and targets are kept to.
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