
What’s thIs sector all about?  
ItThis sector covers the entire spectrum of 
education, from playwork at nursery school 
to specific subject teaching with primary and 
secondary school kids. Don’t worry if children 
aren’t really your thing either; you could also 
enter further education and become a lecturer 
at a uni or college.

What kInd of salary can I 
expect to earn?

Usually, teaching assistants begin at around 
£12,000 to £14,000 for a full time role, although 
often, they are only required part time. Teachers 
are usually on a strict pay scale, beginning 
at around £22,000, and increasing with 
experience. Nursery play workers usually earn 
around £12,000 per year as a starting salary, 
with many progressing on to start their own 
playgroup. 

What kInd of envIronment 
Would I be WorkIng In? 

Environments are generally as you would 
expect in this sector, with teachers and tutors 
mainly being based in a classroom environment, 
aside from perhaps, the odd residential trip. 
Playworkers will also be based in nurseries, 
or possibly from their own or a client’s home if 
working privately. 

hoW does thIs sector compare 
to others across the country?  

With close to 45,000 teachers in the UK, this 
sector is huge, with the demand for teachers 
only rising. The number of applications for 
university are also at an all time high (although 
they have taken a slight hit since the rise in 
tuition fees) meaning that demand for tutors is 
also not slowing.

Where Is the Work most 
concentrated?

As children and young people live everywhere, 
there is no particular hotspot for education, 
though competition for places in the top 
establishments, be it a university or primary 
school, is incredibly fierce. Many education 
workers also choose to travel abroad, with 
English teachers being very highly respected 
around the world.

The education sector is vital to our country, both as part 
of the economy and in developing children and young 
people’s futures. Everyone needs an education, and in this 
sector, it’ll be your job to help provide one, from working 
with the smallest toddlers in nurseries, to virtual adults at 
university.

there are over 24,000 schools 
In the uk and 15,000 nurserIes

there are over 
232,000 teachIng 

assIstants In the uk

In 2015, a 409,410 
people Were accepted 

onto a unIversIty 
course In the uk
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Where to begIn
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career... 

apprentIceshIps
There are a many roles which require a degree in this sector, such 
as teaching, though for other positions, such as playworker roles, 
apprenticeships are a great entry route. As part of an apprenticeship 
you will gain relevant qualifications, usually in the form of an NVQ, 
diploma, BTEC, or even a degree! They are ideal for people who 
want a practical role, as they are able to learn whilst gaining valuable 
employment experience. People with apprenticeships tend to 
progress far quicker than those without, as the skills they learn are 
directly suited to the workplace. Relevant apprenticeships include: 
Children & Young People’s Workforce • Playwork • Supporting 
Teaching & Learning in Physical Education & School Sports • 
Supporting Teaching & Learning in Schools

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Relevant A-levels for this sector include:. 
English Language • English Literature • Maths • Biology • 
Physics • Chemistry • French • Geography • German • History 

foundatIon degrees
A foundation degree combines the university lifestyle with practical, 
hands on work. It’s similar to a cross between an apprenticeship and 
an honours degree. They are often used as gateway qualifications to 
a full time degree as they count towards its completion. They usually 
take two years to complete and you’ll divide your time between the 
workplace and the university campus. 

degrees
Many roles within this sector cannot be undertaken without a 
degree. There are several types of qualification, and which you obtain 
depends on your field of study. Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor 
of Science (BSc) degrees are common, with Bachelor of Education 
(BGe) and PGCE qualifications being the most popular. Most degrees 
take three years to complete full-time, though for some roles, you will 
require additional training. 

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more 
information on which colleges offer courses in your region, check out 
www.careersworld.co.uk.

With a wide range of teaching careers and lots to be learnt, 
we’ve listed a few of the most popular roles below for you to 
consider.

prImary teacher
Fancy working with children between the 
ages of 4 and 11? As a primary school 
teacher, you’ll generally be given your 
own class to look after, and will require 
a good all round knowledge of subjects 
on the curriculum, most importantly, of 
English, maths and science.

secondary teacher
Think you’ve got what it takes to teach 
teenagers? Depending on your school 
and role, you will usually be expected to 
specialise in a specific subject, teaching 
it to a number of different classes across 
several year groups. You could also end 
up with your own tutor group to take 
care of - seeing them for registration 
and dealing with any issues they may 
have. 

teachIng assIstant
If you’re interested in assisting children’s 
learning in a supportive role, a career as 
a teaching assistant could be for you. 
Working in either a primary or secondary 
environment, you will work to aid the 
class teacher and help out anyone who 
is struggling. Depending on your school, 
you could also find yourself focusing on 
a particular child.

efl teacher
EFL stands for English as a foreign 
language, as with many people moving 
to the UK being able to speak little to 
no English, they often wish to learn. 
You could be working with a variety of 
different ages in this role, as well as with 
people from a range of backgrounds. 
As a teacher, it’s also often helpful if you 
can speak more than one language too.

ofsted Inspector
Standing for ‘office for standards in 
education’, an Ofsted inspector’s role is 
to (believe it or not) inspect the standards 
in schools through observation and 
investigation. You will probably find 
yourself travelling quite a lot in this role, 
going to whichever school requires a 
check.

Qcf assessor
QCFs, or Qualifications and Curriculum 
Frameworks, are a form of qualification 
that are more practically based than 
academic alternatives such as A-levels 
or GCSEs, often being gained by those 
undertaking an apprenticeship. In this 
role, it will be your job to monitor a 
participant’s progress, evaluating their 
work and assisting them with queries.

nursery Worker
Love babysitting toddlers? In this role, 
you’re likely to be working with a mix of 
ages between 0 and 5, helping them to 
learn through play and interaction. You’ll 
need bags of patience for this role, as 
well as plenty of discipline and kindness.

playWorker
This role centres around helping children 
to interact and learn through fun 
activities. You could be working with a 
mix of age groups during this role, as 
playworkers are often employed to run 
after school clubs or holiday groups. 
You’ll need to be patient, outgoing and 
very organised.

Career Choices
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