
What’s thIs sector all about?
As  fossil  fuels  dwindle,  the  range of careers 
within this sector expands, as experts produce 
more and more alternative sources of energy. It’s 
not just coal, gas and oil anymore; you could 
work around hydro, wave, wind, solar or nuclear 
energy to name just a few.

What kInd of salary can I 
expect to earn?

Whether you’re working with gas generators or 
designing a new wind turbine, this is a highly 
specialised sector. Because of the technical 
training required, wages in this industry are 
generally quite high. Most energy workers can 
expect at least £20,000, though it’s not unheard  
of  for  graduates  to  start  on over £25,000!

What kInd of envIronment 
Would I be WorkIng In? 

Depending on your chosen subsector, your 
workplace could vary dramatically, from life on 
the road as a technician, to being based in an 
office at a huge nuclear power facility. There 
really are no limits in this sector - the sheer range 
of careers is immense!
 

hoW does thIs sector compare 
to others across the country?  

The UK is the current world leader when it 
comes to offshore wind energy, employing 
more than 35,000 people. A further 44,000 are 
employed in nuclear power, though with the 
controversial nature of this area, this could be 
subject to change. Generally, you will need to 
be  highly trained for this sector, and for several 
positions, a degree or advanced apprenticeship 
might be the best route.

Where Is the Work most 
concentrated?

Nuclear power plants are spread throughout the 
country and you may be required  to relocate 
if you’re hoping to work with nuclear power. 
Certain sub-sectors will also require you to be 
based in specific locations. For example, if you 
are looking to work with offshore wind farms 
then you’re going to have to be based near the 
coast.

Due to the speedy decline of fossil fuels and the ever 
increasing emphasis on being green, this sector is one of 
the fastest changing around. There is a lot of contradiction 
in this marketplace, with some being focused on 
conservation and clean energy, and another making use of 
the remaining fossil fuel reserves.
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Where to begIn
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career... 

apprentIceshIps
There are a few apprenticeships you can undertake to get into 
this sector. As part of an apprenticeship you will gain relevant 
qualifications, usually in the form of an NVQ, diploma, BTEC, or even 
a degree! They are ideal for people who want a practical role, allowing 
them to learn whilst gaining valuable employment experience. People 
with apprenticeships tend to progress far quicker than those without, 
as the skills they learn are directly suited to the workplace. Relevant 
apprenticeships include: 
Nuclear Working • The Power Industry • Laboratory and 
Science Technician • Sustainable Resource Management • The 
Water Industry

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Relevant A-levels for this sector include: 
Biology • Chemistry • Physics • Maths

foundatIon degrees
A foundation degree combines the university lifestyle with practical, 
hands on work. It’s similar to a cross between an apprenticeship and 
an honours degree. They are often used as gateway qualifications to 
a full time degree as they count towards its completion. They usually 
take two years to complete and you’ll divide your time between the 
workplace and the university campus.   

degrees
This sector is highly technical, with the many of the top tier positions 
requiring a degree before applying.There are several types of 
qualification, and which you obtain depends on your field of study. 
Science (BSc) degrees are common in this sector, as are Bachelor of 
Engineering (BEng) qualifications. Most degrees take three years to 
complete full-time, though for some roles, you will require additional 
training. 

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more 
information on which colleges offer courses in your region, check out 
www.careersworld.co.uk.

nuclear engIneer
You may not realise  it,  but energy 
generated through nuclear stations 
contributes hugely to UK power. If you 
are scientifically minded and want to 
work in an innovative environment, 
this could be the job for you. Nuclear 
engineers are responsible for the safe 
running of nuclear stations, ensuring 
everything is properly maintained and 
runs to code.

nuclear decommIssIonIng 
technIcIan

Nuclear power stations have a limited 
lifespan, and by 2025, eight out of the ten 
UK nuclear power stations are expected 
to  close.  Nuclear  decommissioning is 
the safe shutdown of these stations, 
ensuring  that  when their time is up, 
they are closed in a safe, cost- effective 
way. A great way to get into this role is to 
undertake the advanced apprenticeship 
in nuclear decommissioning.

energy engIneer
In this  role, you’d be involved  in the 
planning, design and construction of 
power plants. You could be working 
around renewable energy sources such 
as wind, water or solar, or instead could 
be involved with the drilling of gas and 
oil. You’ll most likely be working in a team 
alongside other skilled professionals, so 
your organisational and technical skills 
will have to be top notch!

offshore drIllIng Worker
As an offshore drilling worker, it’ll be 
your job to drill and collect much of the 
raw fossil fuels that keep our country 
running. You’ll need to be willing to work 
away for long periods for this role, as for 
most of the time, you’ll be based out at 
sea on an offshore rig. You’ll need to be 
over 18 to undertake this position, as 
well as very physically fit.

electrIcIty dIstrIbutIon 
Worker

Also known as transmission workers, 
electricity distribution workers are those 
responsible for the maintenance of 
power lines and cables that connect 
homes and businesses to the national 
grid. If these lines aren’t properly 
maintained then people across the 
country could be without power 
altogether! This is a role that will get you 
out and about so if you’d like a varied 
work day then this could be the job for 
you.

electrIcal generatIon 
Worker

This position revolves around the 
maintaining of equipment used in power 
stations. This is a highly technical role for 
which you’ll require highly specialised 
training. A big part of the role will be 
running tests on equipment, travelling to 
wherever you are needed.

electrIcal dIstrIbutIon 
Worker

Also known as transmission workers, 
distribution workers are responsible 
for the maintenance of the power lines 
and cables that connect homes and 
businesses to the national grid. There 
will be a lot of travel involved in this role, 
as well as very hands on work.

electrIcal engIneerIng 
technIcIan

Electrical engineering technicians repair 
the electrical engineering equipment 
that gives us… electric! This is a highly 
technical role that could see you 
travelling some miles to get to where 
you are needed. You’ll need an excellent 
working knowledge of industrial wiring, 
as well as the ability to think on your 
feet.

geoscIentIst
For those that want to learn more about 
how to protect our planet, this role is for 
you. Geoscientists study the earth, as 
well as the rocks and minerals that lay 
beneath its surface, seeking alternate 
energy sources and monitoring 
damage. 

The huge amount of variety in this sector means that career 
options are both high in number and extremely varied. Read 
on to learn about some of the most popular.
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