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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 

Stewardship To understand why Christians 

consider themselves to be 

“Stewards” of the Earth and show 

an appreciation of how this impacts 

Christian lifestyle and behaviour. 

To show a knowledge of the papal 

encyclical “Laudato Si” and to 

understand the teaching of the 

current Pope on environmental 

issues. 

Stewardship 

Encyclical 

Climate Change 

Laudato Si 

Speciesism 

 

Pupils will begin with a reminder 

of the basics from the Christian 

Living topic covered in Year 7.  

Then pupils will look at Laudato Si 

and consider the relationship of 

human beings with the environment 

and the teachings of Pope Francis 

found within that encyclical. 

Pupil’s will also consider atheist 

viewpoints about the environment 

with reference to speciesism. 

Links to the Christian Living Unit in 

Year 7 (Summer 1). The teachings of 

Genesis to “Have dominion over 

creation” ~ what does this actually mean? 

Links to the Year 7 and 8 curriculum in 

the understanding of an encyclical and 

their importance within the Catholic 

Church. 

Links directly to GCSE Component One 

~ Origins and meanings (Environmental 

Issues) 

Continual revision of Key 

vocabulary. 

Research task on the work of 

the organisation A Rocha 

B and C style practice GCSE 

questions on the topic of 

Christian / Humanist attitudes 

to the environment. 

Catholic Social 

Teaching and 

Gaudium et Spes 

To understand the history of 

Catholic Social Teaching and it’s 

impact on the behaviour and 

lifestyle of Roman Catholics. 

To know the work of CAFOD and 

to understand how and why they 

maintain the dignity of humans 

CAFOD 

FairTrade 

Caritas International 

Social Justice 

Gaudium et Spes 

Pupils will look at the beginnings 

of CST in 1891 and the teachings 

of Pope Leo XIII on workers rights. 

 Pupils will then look at the work of 

CAFOD and FairTrade as 

organisations that embody these 

beliefs in social justice. Pupils will 

look at how CAFOD was 

established in the light of Vatican II 

(Gaudium et Spes) 

Pupils will specifically consider 

how CAFOD provides an “Option 

for the Poor” and gives dignity to 

God’s people. 

Links to the Christian Living Unit in 

Year 7 (Summer 1). The background to 

CAFOD and the SVP and projects in 

which they are involved. 

Links to Year 8 curriculum (Church—

Spring 1) ~ Pupils will recap their 

knowledge of Vatican II ~ specifically 

Gaudium et Spes. 

Links directly to GCSE Component One 

~ Origins and Meanings (the work of 

global and local organisations on the 

dignity of the individual) 

Continual revision of Key 

Vocabulary 

Preparation for an oral 

presentation on one aspect of 

CAFODs work 

B, C and D style practice 

GCSE questions on the topics 

of CAFOD, CST and Social 

Justice 

1 
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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 2 

Oscar Romero To know who Oscar Romero was 

and why he is such an influential 

figure in the Catholic Church 

To understand how his work 

embodies the teachings of the 

Beatitudes in Matthew’s gospel. 

Beatitudes 

Liberation Theology 

Pupils will look at the 

autobiographical details of Oscar 

Romero. 

Pupils will then study his attitude to 

social injustice within El Salvador 

and consider if his leadership was 

in keeping with the teachings they 

have studied of the Catholic 

Church. 

Links to whole school House system (the 

life of Oscar Romero) 

Links to teachings studied in Year 7 & 8 

(Parable of Sheep & Goats / Golden 

Rule) 

Links to GCSE Component One ~ Good 

and Evil (Jesus as a source of moral 

authority) 

Continual Revision of Key 

Vocabulary 

Creative writing from the 

viewpoint of Oscar Romero 

himself. 

B and C style GCSE practice 

questions. 

Theories of 

Punishment 

To know the three “theories of 

punishment” required for GCSE 

Component Two 

To analyse which theory of 

punishment is most in keeping with 

the teachings of Christianity 

Deterrence 

Rehabilitation 

Retribution 

Pupils will look at the difference 

between Crime and Sin and 

consider whether all crimes are sins 

and vice versa. 

Pupils will study the biblical 

attitudes to punishment and justice 

and Jesus’ own teaching on this. 

Pupils will study each of the three 

theories of punishment and look at 

examples of each in modern life 

Links to the work in Half Term 1 on 

social justice and the dignity of the 

individual 

Links directly to GCSE Component Two 

~ Sin and Forgiveness  (Theories of 

Punishment and the nature of Justice) 

Continual revision of Key 

vocabulary. 

B, C and D style practice 

GCSE questions on the topic 

of Crime, punishment and 

Justice 
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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 2 

Capital 

Punishment 

To know the arguments on either 

side of the Capital Punishment 

debate 

To consider and understand the 

teachings of Roman Catholic Popes 

on Capital Punishment 

To analyse if capital punishment is 

in keeping with Christian beliefs.  

Capital punishment 

Imago Dei 

Pupils will begin by learning 

factual / statistical information 

regarding Capital Punishment on a 

global scale. 

Pupils  will study specific case 

studies ~ predominantly based on 

Texas Death Row. They will 

analyse whether they believe CP to 

be justifiable in such cases and 

why. 

Pupils will study the main 

arguments on each side of the 

debate and consider which they 

believe to be most persuasive and 

why. 

Pupils will look at the teachings of 

Pope St John Paul II and Pope 

Francis on the issue of Capital 

punishment. 

Links to Year 7 SoW  (Christian Living 

Summer 1), looking at humans being 

made Imago Dei. 

Links to Year 8 SoW (God ~ sacraments / 

forgiveness), are some sins beyond 

forgiveness? 

Links directly to GCSE Component Two 

~ Sin and Forgiveness (Capital 

Punishment) 

 

LITERACY: EMBEDDING 

ACADEMIC TEXTS ~ ARIZONA 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT & LINKED 

ACTIVITIES 

Continual Revision of Key 

Vocabulary 

Research / presentation task 

on Capital Punishment case 

studies (using the Texas 

Death Row website) 

B, C and D style GCSE 

practice questions on the topic 

of Capital punishment. 
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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 3 

Introduction to 

Judaism and the 

Nature of God 

Determine the diversity within 

Judaism in the UK today 

To identify the core principles of 

Judaism 

Identify Jewish beliefs in God as 

One, Creator, Law-giver and Judge 

Explain the nature and significance 

of shekhinah (the divine presence) 

in Judaism 

Orthodox  

Ultra Orthodox 

Reform Jew 

synagogue 

shekhinah 

Shabbat 

Torah 

Covenant 

Pupils will  begin by learning the 

Key concepts as provided by 

Eduqas. 

Main Jewish traditions in the UK 

today (Haredi, Modern Orthodox 

and Reform) 

 God as: One, Creator: as seen in 

Genesis 1 3-5; 1 26-28 and The 

Shema  

God as Law-Giver and Judge as 

seen in Exodus 20:1-15 . 

Pupils will consider ways in which 

Jews believe God’s divine presence 

(shekhinah) is experienced 

 

 

Links to Year 7 (Bible~ Spring 1) - The 

importance of Moses and Abraham in the 

Christian and Jewish faiths 

Links to Year 7 (Spring 2 ~ The Nature 

of God) 

Links to Year 8 SoW ~ Autumn 1 & 2 ~  

the history of Judaism and the issue of 

anti Semitism 

Links to GCSE Component One (Origins 

and Meanings) ~ Beliefs about Genesis 

and God as Creator 

Continual Revision of Key 

vocabulary 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Personal research 

The concept of 

Messiahship within 

Judaism 

Compare and contrast different 

views within Orthodox and Reform 

Judaism about the nature and role 

of the Mashiach (Messiah) : a 

special person who brings an age of 

peace, ourselves, his arrival as 

signalling the end of the world, 

praying for his coming, concerned 

more with living life according to 

the mitzvot  

synagogue 

shekhinah 

Shabbat 

Torah 

Mitzvot 

Messiah 

Covenant 

Pupils will analyse the differing 

viewpoints about the Messiah: 

when the Messiah will come and 

what the Messiah will do. 

Pupils will study the different 

interpretations of the Tanakh by 

Reform and Orthodox Jews  

Pupils will look at practical ways in 

which Jews believe humanity can 

bring about The Messianic Age 

 

Links to Year 7 (Spring 2 ~ the Nature of 

God) ~ Jesus as the promised Messiah 

within Christian belief 

Links to  Theme 3 Incarnation  

Key words 

Quizlet  

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Option of imaginative 

writing: 

“If you were a Jewish child, 

living in the 21st century, 

what would you be wanting 

the Messiah to do or change 

when they finally came?” 
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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 4 

The importance of 

Covenant within 

Judaism 

Explain the meaning and 

significance of the Abrahamic 

Covenant: Genesis 12:1-3, 17:6-8, 

17:11-14 including the importance 

of the ‘Promised Land’  

Explain the meaning and 

significance of the Covenant with 

Moses at Sinai: Exodus 3:11-15 

including the continuing 

importance of the idea of a 

‘Promised Land’  

Explain the importance of the Ten 

Commandments: Exodus 20:2-14  

Evaluate the importance of the 

Covenant for Jewish people today 

synagogue 

Shabbat 

Torah 

Mitzvot 

Messiah 

Covenant 

Pupils will learn the three strands 

of the Abrahamic Covenant : 

Promise of land, descendants and 

blessing 

Pupils will explore the meaning and 

significance of the Mosaic 

covenant 

Pupils will be able to explain why 

both Abraham and Moses are so 

significant in Judaism today 

Pupils will analyse how the Mitzvot 

continue to impact the lives of Jews 

today by using examples such as 

Commandment 1 being reflected in 

the daily Shema prayer 

 

Links to Year 7 (Bible ~ Spring 1) The 

importance of Moses and Abraham. 

Links to GCSE Components 1 and 2 ~ 

The use of Sources of Wisdom in 

governing our moral development and 

decision making. 

Continual Revision of Key 

vocabulary 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

 

Preparation for the Battle of 

the Patriarchs 

Life on Earth Evaluate  the Jewish concept of 

Pikuach Nefesh 

Analyse how this belief relates to 

the topic of abortion and the 

Sanctity of Life 

Compare the relationship between 

Free Will and the 613 Mitzvot. 

To show an understanding of the 

different perspectives on the 

Afterlife (Olam ha ba) within 

Judaism 

synagogue 

shekhinah 

Shabbat 

kosher 

Torah 

Mitzvot 

Messiah 

Covenant 

Pupils will study the Sanctity of 

Life within Judaism and the impact 

of Pikuach Nefesh  

Pupils will study abortion and the 

different religious attitudes to it. 

Pupils will look at Yetzer Ha tov 

and Yetzer Ha ra and how it 

impacts on moral decision making. 

Pupils will explore the different 

Jewish beliefs in Olam Ha Ba, 

resurrection , other beliefs in the 

afterlife and the importance of life 

here and now 

 

Links to PSHE programme on the 

sacredness of life and issues of abortion 

and relationships 

Theme 1:the sanctity and dignity of 

human life. 

Theme 2 :the nature and importance of 

conscience 

Links to GCSE component 2 ~ 

resurrection of the body and life 

everlasting 

Continual Revision of Key 

vocabulary 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Preparation for discussion on 

“Pikuach Nefesh is the most 

important of all Jewish 

beliefs”  OR 

“There is no resurrection. 

Jews should concern 

themselves only with this 

life” 

Extended writing 
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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 5 

Theme 6: Jewish 

practices 

worship in the 

synagogue and at 

home 

To have a knowledge of the main 

services and prayers used in Jewish 

public worship. 

Identify ways worship in a Reform 

synagogue will differ to that in an 

Orthodox synagogue 

Identify the laws and practices of 

Shabbat and analyse their relevance 

in modern life. 

Evaluate Jewish  worship at home 

and in the synagogue 

Explain the meaning and 

significance of  items worn for 

worship 

Explain  how the features of a 

synagogue highlight Jewish beliefs. 

 

Synagogue 

Shabbat 

Tallit 

Kippur 

Tefillin 

 

Worship in the synagogue: 

importance for Reform and 

Orthodox Jews of Shabbat service 

and the significance of prayer 

including the Amidah. 

Worship in the home; siddur, 

recitation of Shema and Modeh 

Ani, display of mezuzah.  

The importance of preparing for 

and celebrating Shabbat  

Evaluate whether private worship is 

considered  less effective than 

public worship. 

Significance of items worn for 

worship; tallith, tefillin and kippah . 

Features of synagogues in Britain: 

significance of bimah, aron 

hakodesh, Torah scrolls, ner tamid, 

seating, minyan; Exodus 20:4-5  

Links to Year 8 Unit 4 (Worship) The 

importance of Prayer in Christianity. 

Them 3:Prayer within Catholic 

Communities. 

Year 8 Unit 2 (Church) and Theme 4: 

Architectural features of the Church and 

how they link to salvation. 

 

 

 

Continual Revision of Key 

vocabulary 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Preparation for discussion on 

“Jewish worship can only 

effectively take place in a 

synagogue”  

Followed by extended writing 

Jewish Rituals Explain the meaning and 

significance of Brit Milah and 

understand how it relates to 

Covenant and identity. 

Explain the features and the 

importance of Bar Mitzvah  

Compare and contrast Orthodox 

and Reform views of Bat mitzvah 

and Bat Chayil. 

Identify the significance of  the 

features of a marriage ceremony 

Explain  how Jews mourn. 

Brit Milah 

Bar Mitzvah 

Kiddushin 

Nisuin 

Shiva 

Naming ceremonies in Judaism and 

how the Brit Milah links to the 

Abrahamic Covenant. 

Main elements of a Bar Mitzvah, 

Bat Mitzvah and Bat Chayil 

ceremony and consider differences 

across traditions. 

Pupils will study the man elements 

of the Jewish wedding ceremony 

The importance of mourning 

rituals: onan, kaddish, sheva, 

yarzheit. Role of chevra kaddisha  

Component 3 on The Abrahamic 

Covenant  

Year 8 Unit  3 (God) ~ Catholic 

sacraments 

Theme 3: Sacraments  

Theme 3: Funeral rite. 

Key vocabulary 

Quizlet 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Preparation for discussion on 

“Marriage is the most 

important of all Jewish 

rituals”  
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LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Topic Learning Objectives Key Vocabulary Learning Sequence Linked Learning Home Learning 

HALF TERM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 9 6 

Jewish  Daily life 

and Dietary Laws 

Describe how the Tenakh and the 

Talmud influence daily life for 

Jewish people 

Identify Jewish dietary laws and 

explain their importance for Jewish 

people 

Analyse Jewish determination to 

keep kosher in Britain and to 

evaluate the challenges they face. 

Neviim 

Ketuvim 

Mishnah 

Kosher 

Treifah 

Pupils will study the structure of 

the Tenakh and consider how it is 

used in Jewish worship today. 

Pupils learn about the importance 

of the Talmud in Jewish worship 

and the content of its teachings. 

Pupils will  study Jewish dietary 

laws, as outlined in Leviticus 11 

and consider the differing ways 

they are observed by Jews in 

Britain today. 

Links to Year 7 Unit 2 (Worship) : the 

structure of the Bible 

GCSE Theme 1: The Bible 

Year 8 Unit 5 ~ dietary laws within Islam 

and living a Halal life. 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Quizlet 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Design a menu for a Jewish 

restaurant that enables a Jew 

to “keep kosher” 

Jewish Festivals Identify four of the key festivals 

celebrated by Jews today. 

Investigate the origins of each of 

these festivals and to understand 

the symbolic acts and practices 

associated with each one. 

Evaluate the different ways that 

Jews in Britain celebrate the 

festivals of: 

  Rosh Hashanah 

  Yom Kippur 

  Pesach 

  Sukkot 

Rosh Hashanah 

Yom Kippur 

Pesach 

Sukkot 

Pupils will study the origins and 

meanings of the festival of Rosh 

Hashanah. 

Pupils will learn about the different 

ways that Rosh Hashanah is 

celebrated by Jews in Britain today. 

Pupils will study the origins and 

meanings of Yom Kippur and it’s 

place as the  ost sacred day in 

Judaism. 

Pupils will study the origins and 

meanings of Pesach and it’s 

celebration on Britain today. 

Pupils will study the origins and 

meanings of Sukkot and its 

celebration in Britain today. 

Links to GCSE Component 3 ~ God as 

Lawgiver and Judge. 

Links to Year 8 Unit 1 (Church) ~ the 

celebration of Easter and Pentecost 

within the Christian Church 

Links to Year 8 Unit 3 (God) ~ Passover 

and the origins of the Mass 

Key vocabulary 

Quizlet 

Use of  Forms Quizzes 

Seneca Learning 

Preparation for discussion on 

“Yom Kippur is the most 

important of all Jewish 

festivals”.  

Followed by extended writing 


